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ment. My parents were ecstatic and | finally realized this was my

And here | am 30-plus years later.”
with designing any room they desired. Perhaps because of her

~ study of fashion design, Lichi felt completely unrestrained and

N ; _ . . The mid-1980s was a fertile time for the Interior Design indus-
_let her imagination soar.“l did a really cool bedroom that includ-

ed a wall with a big circle that opened up into the bathroom.:
2 i " & % The Florida residential building market was booming and after

ﬂ_:f,}'i‘.' a year with a design firm to gain experience, Lichi struck out on

he circle followed to a large Roman tub with columns, which
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weren't being used for interior design... | just went for it. | even' ok
g g ! Tleach space.”l always stood out from other designers. Sometimes

designed a shag carpet. | took yarn from my mom’s closets and i) ’
# it was good, sometimes maybe over the top for some people.

-made little pom-poms showing what colors | would use for the
g 9 But | just kept doing my own thing and what felt right to me and

" fabrics. | designed waves using four or five different colors going B A oy allbwdd matoaehme nytesigns”

“| through the carpet. It was just something funky and completely
f new and different” Lichi got her‘A! A \While trends come and go, Lichi has always considered herself a
nique designer. “l began designing with a more contemporary
esthetic,” she said. “But my biggest dream was to design pal-

‘aces. As | began traveling the world, | would see 300-400 years

Yet even with that success, Lichi spent her summer intent o
| selecting a school to pursue fashion. If her ease in the Interi

Design class hadn’t been enough of a sign to change directior L. - ) ]
! [ i1 "of history in the palaces of Versailles or The Hermitage. | was ex-
a phone call from the Institute finally solidified her true calling

) | \posed to classic design, opulent details. And the more | saw of
Her design had been selected from scores of candidates across

the country. “I had won the nationwide competition and wa

offered a fully paid scholarship to their Interior Design depart
|

-

60 SOUTH FIORIDA OPULENCE  SUMMER 2015 o SUMMER 2015 SOLﬂTH-‘-ﬁ_?OR‘lDA OPULENCE

true calling. | didn't choose Interior Design. It really chose me. =

_try. And Lichi was, as always, in the right place at the right time. -~
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Any artist can affirm that ephemeral states of passion or love
an manifest into the physical. And every corner of Lichi’s de-
signs are expertly infused with love, care, and imagination. But
having a “signature style”is nothing without the ability to tran-
scend that style and allow the owners’ voices to also be heard.
And as with everything else, Lichi has a unique take on that
process. “Remember when | asked when your birthday was? It
is so important to understand people’s personalities; and for
me astrology and numerology help to inform what general
direction to go in. It's a tool. | believe that’s one of the secrets*
of my success. To really understand the person I'm designing

for, then putting my own artist’s conception in mind with the
« " person who is going to live in the space. Everybody deserves

| to be the king or queen of their own palace,” she enthuses.
- il

=~"You-can make your own home your palace if it is put together

_—1properly and contains those personal touches that reflect who
P |
1 u are. That's what a good designer should be able to help
4 u achieve.

“To me, interior design is my art and my way of expression.

- You have to understand the person you are designing for, put
yourself in their shoes, then use your knowledge and ability to
create for them. | care about every little corner, every touch. |
put my soul into it.”

isit Perla Lichi on the Web at www.perlalichi.com

orporated into my own design aesthetic. So | just kind of

nanifested my dream into reality. That was the goal... always
the back of my mind... and it happened.”

hile the building boom crashed during the Great Reces- .+ 2
ion, Lichi's work had taken off in international markets. So -
nce again, magically in the right place at the right time, Lichi =
rived. She was able to build upon her turnkey interior de- -
ign services, opening permanent offices in Dubai, while many
designers in the United States were scrambling to find work.

here is always something fascinating and surprising in a Perla
chi room. It’s all about the proper use of the space, the details. 4
utilize all of the space in a room. | detail every wall. | like to
eate one feature wall that is more important than the rest, but
en balance that with the other walls so that you feel like the
yom is hugging you. | do a lot of tricks with mirrors where peo-
. ple may not initially realize a mirror is there because I'm reflect-
" ing a window with a view and they may think it’s a window.

like to do accents on floors here and there, and I'm really into

. arearugs. You can customize any size, any shape, any color and

~tie them to your fabrics. Area rugs not only warm a space and
5 make you feel good, they pull everything together.

~“And | take my ceilings very seriously. They are truly the icing
on the cake. They are what hold a room together.”
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