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DESIGNER’S CHOICE
 A high-tech game room in South Africa, pictured here. The 

Plantation home of Ty Law, a retired NFL star who played 
last for the New England Patriots. A high-rise condo with 
a great view in Boca Raton. A condo on the water in Fort 

Lauderdale. An office on Palm Beach. Come with us on 
a tour of five South Florida designers’ favorite rooms.

By Charlyne Varkonyi Schaub
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DESIGNER: PERLA LICHI,  
CORAL SPRINGS
PHOTOGRAPHER:  
CRAIG DENIS

Perla Lichi, like many designers, lives for 
the times clients allow her free rein. This 
freedom allowed her to create a game room 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, for a family 
with four sons who love to hang out and 
play video games.

City & Shore: Why is it your favorite?
Perla Lichi: The clients allowed me to use 
my creativity to design a room that stands 
out from the rest. I like it because it’s funky 
and fresh. I wanted to create a room that is 
out of the ordinary. It’s like a state-of-the-
art man cave. 

C&S: What are the details?
PL: The floor is easy-to-maintain porcelain 
tile that appears like stainless steel. The bar 
has a white onyx top and the wall covering 
is a washable burl. The room’s highlight is 
the tray ceiling, created in a wave pattern 
with LED lighting that can change colors to 
change the mood.

C&S: What can readers learn from this?
PL: You can make any room as interesting or 
creative as you want. 

Perla Lichi loves this man cave because 
the clients allowed her to design out of the 
box. The ceiling’s structure is free form and 
changes colors. The ceramic tile, while easy 
to maintain, looks like stainless steel.
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DESIGNER: JOE FAVA,  
MIAMI
PHOTOGRAPHER:  
CRAIG DENIS
Joe Fava’s clients wanted him to transform 
the former owners’ neo-classical design 
into something lighter and more comfort-
able in this first-floor condo in La Rive in 
Fort Lauderdale. 

City & Shore: Why is this your favorite?
Joe Fava: I was concerned about doing the 
wall in walnut because I was afraid it was 
too much of a contrast to the light gray 
lacquer in the kitchen and the client didn’t 
want them to match. Now I really like the 
walnut on the walls and doors and I love the 
ceiling. It is not easy to make the wall look so 
seamless. I wish I had ‘before pictures.’ The 
doors were iron with glass. The baseboard 
and crown molding were black lacquer.

C&S: What are the details?
JF: This apartment is on the ground floor 
right off the lobby so it was designed to 
soundproof noise from the lobby. Floating 
white cubes, some concealed and some 
for display, prevent the wall from looking 
too heavy. We got rid of the old ceiling 
and created a curvilinear feeing with LED 
lights. The concrete column had to stay so 
we removed the dry wall to show exposed 
concrete. It is always interesting when the 
same space can have two different looks.

C&S: What can readers learn from this?
JF: Don’t be afraid of mixing different 
textures together – the concrete on the 
column, the polished marble floor and 
walnut wall. Architectural elements can 
create interest rather than using pattern.

It is hard to believe this room once 
had iron doors with glass and 
black lacquer crown molding.
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DESIGNER: JOSEPH PUBILLONES,  
PALM BEACH
PHOTOGRAPHER: DENA MULLEN
Joseph Pubillones needed a private space 
to write his syndicated “The Art of Design” 
column for Creators Syndicate. When a 
550-square-foot condo with a view of the ma-
rina on Palm Beach went on the market, he 
bought it. During Hurricane Irma the power 
went out in his West Palm Beach main house, 
so he stayed in his new office. He also uses it to 
entertain guests and to meet clients.

City & Shore: Why is this your favorite?
Joseph Pubillones: This is my new office/pied-
à-terre. It’s a peaceful place for me to write. I 
wanted it in neutral colors because I work so 
much with colors all day. There are plenty of 
closets with racks and shelving for pattern 
books that I can pull out and show clients.

C&S: What are the details?
JP: It’s a mix of new and vintage. The sofa is 
from the 1970s, a mid-century modern mirror 
reflects the light and the view, there are also 
a Moroccan poof and a 1930s swivel chair. If 
a friend or client stops in I can serve them a 
cocktail from the bar. The wood floors have a 
gray distressed finish. 

C&S: What can readers learn from this?
JP: A white room doesn’t have to be cold. This 
one has accents in gray and taupe. The draperies 
are ivory silk, the walls are marshmallow and 
the sofa is gray.

Joseph Pubillones designed this Palm Beach island 
pied-à-terre as an inspiring space to design, relax 
and write his column for Creators Syndicate.
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DESIGNER: CECIL HAYES,  
COCONUT CREEK
PHOTOGRAPHER:  
KIM SARGENT

Cecil Hayes, a designer who was named to the 
prestigious Architectural Digest Top 100, made her 
mark designing for such celebs as Wesley Snipes, 
Samuel L. Jackson and Penny Hardaway. Her fa-
vorite is the living room she designed for Ty Law. 

City & Shore: Why is this your favorite?
Cecil Hayes: Ty encouraged me to do something 
different. He loves beautiful things and has 
unbelievable taste you don’t expect from a football 
player. I love the furniture and all the different 
textures. As soon as you come in you see a water 
feature that trickles down eight feet on a glass 
ladder. He wanted something that gave guests a 
natural feeling as they walked into the room. 

C&S: What are the details?
CH: The room is an example of mixed media. The 
sofa wall is made of stainless steel panels with carved 
grid lines. White ash wood gives it depth. The coffee 
table is a conversation piece because the base is from 
a jet engine. The serpentine sofa, one of my favorites, 
is Italian leather. Sculptural wooden columns go 
into the dining room. The water feature trickles 
down eight feet on a 24-inch wide sandblasted glass 
ladder. It creates a live sculptural piece.

C&S: What can readers learn from this?
CH: You don’t have to have a stamp and do 
everything everyone else does. You can reach 
outside the box and create something that makes 
your home a little different. 

Cecil Hayes created this great room for former 
football star Ty Law in Plantation. The cocktail 
table base is made from a jet engine. He wanted 
something with a natural feeling so she designed a 
water feature, which looks like it is on a glass ladder.
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DESIGNER: MAYDA ZAYAS-BAZAN,  
CORAL SPRINGS
PHOTOGRAPHER:  
JOHN STILLMAN
Sometimes it’s all about the view. Mayda Zayas-
Bazan’s favorite room is in an older building that 
once had closed off rooms preventing the snowbird 
owners from enjoying the view from their Lake 
Boca condo. Her plan was to reroute plumbing, 
take down walls from the 1970s design and update 
the electric and air conditioning. These changes 
meant everything had to be changed to meet the 
latest building codes.

City & Shore: Why is this your favorite?
Mayda Zayas-Bazan: I love this because it was 
designed to highlight the view. To me, it is one of 
the best views in Boca. They can see everything 
from the beach to the city. It’s relaxing and a 
great place for entertaining. The clients wanted 
something in blues and greens to ref lect the view 
and comfortable furniture.

 C&S: What are the details?
 MZB: The clients wanted a larger kitchen so I re-
moved the wall between the main room and the 
kitchen and took space from the laundry room by 
putting the washer/dryer behind doors. A mirrored 
buffet that serves as a bar evokes the popular Hol-
lywood Regency style. The ceiling was lowered so 
high-hat lighting could be installed. Hidden motor-
ized shades with sheer panels of fabric don’t take 
away from the view. The functional coffee table has 
two tucked-in ottomans opposite the sofa and stor-
age boxes on the other side.

C&S: What can readers learn?
MZB: A porcelain floor looks great but costs less 
than marble. Put your money in good furniture 
instead. Leave the colors for things you can change 
such as pillows and accessories. Pick the least color 
in your art to use in accessories.

SOURCES
Cecil Hayes: Cecil’s 
Designers Unlimited, 
6601 Lyons Road # C4, 
Coconut Creek, 954-570-
5843, cecilhayes.com.

Joseph Fava: Fava 
Design Group,  
255 NE Fourth Ave. #117, 
Miami, 786-536-5380, 
favadesigngroup.com. 

Joseph Pubillones: 
Joseph Pubillones 
Interiors,  
44 Cocoanut Row, Palm 
Beach, 561-655-1717, 
josephpubillones.com.

Mayda Zayas-Bazan: 
ZB Interiors,  
1254 NW 102nd 
Way, Coral Springs, 
954-464-8628.

Perla Lichi: Perla Lichi 
Luxury, 7381 W. Sample 
Road, Coral Springs, 954-
726-0899, perlalichi.com.

This great room on Lake Boca is all about the 
view. Mayda Zayas-Bazan opened up the kitchen 
so the view could be enjoyed, lowered the ceiling 
5 ½ inches to install recessed lighting and used 
furnishings that don’t compete with the view.
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HOME & DÉCOR

Ready  
Casual elegance
Tommy Bahama’s rustic table with 
comfortable upholstered chairs is 
just the ticket for entertaining up 
to 10 people with casual panache. 
The Cypress Point Pierpoint double 
pedestal dining table ($3,429) is 
crafted from Gray Elm veneers on a 
metal base. Brandon side chairs with 
upholstered seat ($629 each) and 
Milton Host Chairs in your choice 
of fabrics ($2,279 each) provide 
texture with woven rattan or fabric. 
See baers.com for showrooms.

Reflections
Want a dash of the Hollywood Glam trend? The Italian-made 
Casanova Buffet with Murano glass rings (starting at $11,160) gives 
a dining room a modern update and a glamorous finish. Two cedar 
shelves inside are strong enough to support china. Sklar, 6300 N. 
Federal Highway, Boca Raton, 561-862-0800, sklarfurnishings.com.

Contemporary chic
Tech Lighting’s Sedona triple chandelier 

($2,795) is a dimmable deconstructed 
modern piece with smoked-glass orbs 
suspended from a branchlike central 

hub. Each orb is smooth on the exterior 
with gradually thickening glass bands 
inside. Available in single, double or 
triple options. See Capitol Lighting 

for retailers at 1800lighting.com.

Your orbit
Pininfarina in collaboration with 
Calligaris’ technical team designed 
Orbital, a glass table with a state-of-the-
art opening mechanism that can extend 
to seat 10 using stylish metal arms that 
lift up from the base. A choice of black 
or white polyurethane column gives 
support to the pair of glass leaves that 
lift simultaneously from under the top 
with a circular fluid motion. Calligaris, 
6649 N. Federal Highway, Boca Raton, 
561-756-8463, shopcalligaris.com.

Say oui
The Pierre cabinet ($1,104.99) can be used alone or in pairs. Its 
popular cubist motif from a 20th century pattern makes it the 
perfect complement to modern art. Can be used as a buffet or home 
bar. Style elements include a white-washed gray finish on the wood, 
acrylic handles and bronzed gold hardware. See zgallerie.com.
     

& Table
The holidays were a prime time to notice 
any flaws in your décor for entertaining. 
Perhaps the dining chairs, the credenza for 
serving or the lighting needs some updating 
before the next big event in the new year. 

Here are some ideas.
By Charlyne Varkonyi Schaub
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